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Introduction 

 

Last weekend we were doing some major lawn repair work in our backyard.  We had to 

remove 50 major root trails from our cottonwood trees that were surfacing in our lawn.  

The roots were making it difficult to mow the lawn without ruining the lawn mower.  In 

addition, the roots were becoming more dangerous to kids who could trip on them while 

playing games in the yard.   

 

After removing the roots with a stump grinder, we had to fill the holes with dirt, level 

the dirt, and then spread lawn seed.  On top of the seed we put a thin layer of dirt or 

“dressing” that would protect the seed from being eaten by birds, protect it from too 

much heat exposure, and keep it from being blown away.  If we did not properly prepare 

the soil and put dressing over the seed, it would not sprout and grow into a healthy lawn.  

If we just threw out seed, used no dressing, didn’t water or cultivate the soil properly, 

and protect it from the elements, we would have little or no lawn as well.  Beautiful 

lawns don’t just appear, they take effort. 

 

Similarly, if children are going to grow up as healthy kids who would honor their 

mothers and fathers, moms and dads need to cultivate the soil and provide the proper 

atmosphere so that their home will become a field of honor.  Honor does not just appear 

in a home any more than beautiful lawns appear without a lot of work.  God’s fifth 

commandment requiring that children honor their parents is more likely to be obeyed 

naturally if conditions that are conducive to respect and obedience are cultivated. 

 

I have already spoken twice on the commandment “Children honor your father and 

mother,” spending most of the time looking at what this command means and how we 

children can fulfill it today, whether we are five or fifty-five.  This morning I want us to 

finish our study of this commandment by looking at what parents can do to encourage 

their children to honor them. 

 

This morning we are going to be making several suggestions.  I would warn you parents 

to avoid getting bogged down in the list of points I will be making and keep the main 

idea in mind.  As a parent, you are responsible for establishing a climate in which kids 

would naturally honor you. Your relationships with your children should produce God-

honoring and parent-honoring fruit with them.  When you leave here this morning and 

someone asks you what the message was, you can tell them something like, “God 

reminded me that it is my responsibility to provide an environment whereby my 

children will want to honor me.”  That’s the big idea for today. 

 



Don’t lose sight of that big idea because in a moment we are going to be making several 

points that are important to providing a parent-honoring environment.  I don’t want you 

to try to remember all of the points we are going to cover.  Instead, ask the Lord to give 

you just one point to work on under each of the two major headings on your outline.  

Don’t try to remember the entire list, just ask God now, quietly in your own heart, to 

impress upon you what He wants you to start working on first.   

 

If you are married, when you get home and are alone with your spouse, share which 

point God impressed on your mind that He wants you to focus on.  Make it a matter of 

prayer for both of you and depending upon what the Lord points out, you might even 

want to ask your kids to pray that you would do better in this area. 

 

Our goal is for you to remember two important points: first that parents have a 

responsibility to cultivate a home where honoring them comes naturally, and second 

focus on two specific areas to work on.  Now, let’s move to our first major area, under 

which we will have several points. 

 

Parents typically provoke or embitter their children towards them. 

 

The Apostle Paul repeats the commandment about honoring parents twice in the NT — 

once in Eph. 6, and once in Col. 3.  In both cases, right after he mentions this 

commandment, he reminds parents that they have a responsibility to help their children 

honor them by being worthy of honor.  The Apostle Paul writes in Eph. 6:4: “And 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord.”  In Col. 3:21, he writes, “Fathers, do not exasperate your 

children, [or as the King James puts it, “Don’t embitter your children.”]  Don’t do things 

that would cause your children to become bitter toward you.  For instance: Don’t put 

many legalistic, unreasonable, or unexplained restrictions on them so that they lose 

heart.”  Paul is clearly saying, “Don’t make children’s lives so tight and rigid that you 

steal their hope of ever growing up or experiencing  the joy of discovery, even if it 

involves a little risk of making a mistake.   

 

Sometimes we become so protective of our kids, so desirous that they avoid the pitfalls 

of life we fell into or have seen others fall into, that we don’t want to give them even a 

chance to make a poor decision. In our efforts to protect, we don’t realize that we are 

smothering them instead. 

 

The following are several ways that we typically and wrongfully provoke our children 

to anger or cause them to be so embittered toward us that they lose hope and joy in life 

and their future.  These things tend to drive our children away, rather than endear us to 

them.  If you are a parent, grandparent, or guardian, ask the Lord to show you what you 

need to work on as we go over the following ways to estrange our children.   

 



We can embitter our children by calling them uncomplimentary names or by cursing 

them.   “Hey fatso, if you could run a little faster, the rest of us could get to “Boat-nik” 

that much quicker.”  “You are lazy, irresponsible, stupid, etc.” Furthermore, to allow 

one of your other children to mock a brother or sister and do nothing about it makes you 

an accomplice with the mocker.  Those hurtful words, if not curtailed, will eventually 

precipitate an emotional explosion in that child’s life. 

 

A second way that we can embitter our children is to fail to fulfill promises or 

commitments to them habitually.  There are times when we make a commitment to be 

somewhere with our kids and circumstances beyond our control dictate that we must do 

something other than what we want to do. I’m not referring to those occasional times 

when we just can’t fulfill a commitment; kids know when those times happen.   

 

I’m also not referring to those times when our kids think we promised them something 

when we never did.  We must be sure our children understand the difference between a 

promise and a “maybe” or “we will think about it.”  

 

What I am referring to are the repeated occurrences of promised shopping trips, or going 

to the movies a ball game, a fishing trip, or a camping trip that you never come through 

on.  Or, when you finally do go on that promised camping trip, it has to be cut short.  Or 

those financial challenges, such as, “If you get straight A’s, I’ll give you a hundred 

dollars,” and when it happens, you fail to remember the commitment. If you want your 

kids to adore, respect, and honor you, keep your promises and fulfill your commitments. 
 

Kids naturally have a very sensitive feel for justice.  I know there are a lot of things that 

go on in the world that are not just or fair.  However, in the home, what is right, what is 

fair, what is just, must be treated as such.  Specifically, I am referring to disciplining a 

child.  If you want to cross the line and lose respect or make it very difficult for your 

child to honor you, then strike a child without cause, or when the correction exceed the 

fault.  Most kids initially know when they have been wrong and deserve correcting.  

They also know when the correction equals the fault and when it exceeds the fault.  

They know the difference between abuse or wrongful, humiliating correction and 

appropriate correction.  When correction exceeds the fault, humiliates, or devalues the 

child in front of others, that is being a tyrant, not a parent. 

  

A fourth way to embitter a child is to selfishly deny what is needful or right.  When a 

kid has earned a trip at school because of good grades, but you deny the chance because 

you want to make him a slave at home for that day, or because you never got the 

opportunity to take that trip, is to infuriate the child.  To put many unnecessary 

obligations on the child before they can leave home just so you can keep him there, all 

under the guise of protection, is wrong.  I’m thinking of the way Laban denied Jacob the 

right to marry his daughter after Jacob fulfilled his end of the bargain to work for seven 

years.  Laban tried to keep his daughters at home.  That’s denying what is needful and 



right.  To make the child work to provide for his needs and the rest of the family, never 

to allow the child to enjoy the fruit of his labor, is wrong. 

  

Another way to lose children’s respect is to show partiality—to spend money on one 

child, but refuse to spend money, when you have it, on another, to grant one child 

privileges and not another when both have equally earned the right.  If Jacob had not 

shown partiality toward Joseph, Joseph’s brothers would not have hated him. 

 

Here’s another way that children are provoked by their parents.  It’s one thing for an 

adult to do something wrong, but when that parent’s wrongdoing is immoral, illegal, or 

both, it reflects upon or embarrasses the rest of the family. It does not cause the children 

to respect or honor the parent.  Hence, if you want to make it difficult for your child to 

honor you, act in a way that publicly disgraces the rest of the family—embezzle funds at 

work, get arrested for a DUI and have it published in the paper, let it be discovered that 

you are addicted to immorality, etc.  Having those kinds of things become public 

knowledge will embarrass your child. 

 

In 1 Sam. 20 King Saul wanted to kill David, Jonathan’s close friend, so he ordered 

Jonathan to bring David to him.  Jonathan could not violate his conscience and 

participate in this wrongful act, but because Saul ordered him to do so we read this 

about Jonathan:  “Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger.”  Jonathan was 

embittered and angry with his father and could not honor him.  Why?  Because 

Jonathan’s father demanded that his son violate his conscience in order to obey him.. 

 

One final way in which a parent can push his child away is one that I struggled with in 

the past.  You come home tired after having worked long hours.  There are a lot of 

things on your mind.  The pressure is great at work, the office, school, or maybe at 

home.  You walk in the door and the trash bag that you twice asked your child to empty 

is still sitting right where you left it that morning.  Immediately, you as the parent feel 

that the child is deliberately ignoring your instructions...again.  Moments later, you 

bump into the child and start chewing the kid out for not doing what he/she was told.  

You add a disciplinary action to the situation by taking away a privilege.  The child 

becomes upset, angry and tries to explain why the chore hadn’t been completed, but you 

refuse to listen.  The kid continues to try to reason with you, but you perceive it as 

disrespect and add more disciplinary measures to the situation.  At this point, the child is 

in a fit of rage. 

 

However, if you had listened, you might have found out that there was a legitimate 

reason he could not complete the chore.  I can’t tell you how many times I had to go to 

my kids and ask their forgiveness for not listening to them.  As far as I am concerned, 

more than once was enough for me.  As a Dad, it took me a while to learn to listen, and  

I still need to listen better.  I’ve discovered that if I listen, and the child doesn’t have a 

legitimate excuse, I can calmly point out why.  If need be, I can then add some 

correction to the situation. 



 

So, an easy way to provoke your child to anger and embitter them against you is to 

refuse to hear your child’s concerns. 

 

Remember to ask the Lord to show you if any of these apply to you and if more than one 

do, then ask which one would He have you work on. 

 

Well, enough of what parents typically do to cause their kids to become embittered, 

angry, and dishonoring.  Now let’s look at the more positive side of how parents can 

encourage their children to honor them. 

 

The first and most natural thing we can do is to make sure they are developing in an 

honoring atmosphere at home.   There are many different ways to do this.  Foremost 

would be for Mom and Dad to model supportive and respectful attitudes toward one 

another. 

 

By supportive and respectful attitudes, I mean things like sacrificially serving each 

another.  We don’t leave meal preparation or clean up totally to one person.  Moms and 

dads should freely demonstrate minor displays of affection toward one another and 

using endearing names for one another.  When kids see that Mom and Dad genuinely 

love and honor one another, then they too will honor their Mom and Dad.  On the other 

hand, if your kids hear parents yelling, name-calling, or telling their spouse to “shut up,” 

disrespect will be taught. 

 

A second thing Mom and Dad can do to ensure an honoring atmosphere in the home is  

refuse to allow dishonoring activities between children, such as kids’ calling each other 

names, outbursts of anger, fighting with one another, tattle tailing, etc. 

 

A third thing moms and dads can do to ensure an honoring atmosphere in the home is to  

be emotionally present. In the April 6, 1990 issue of Wall Street Journal, it was reported 

that, on average, the American parent spends less than fifteen minutes a week in serious 

discussion with their chldren.  For fathers, the amount of intimate contact with their 

children is an average of seventeen seconds per day. [William Kilpatrick, Why Johnny 

Can’t Tell Right From Wrong: And What We Can Do About It (New York: Touchstone, 

Simon & Schuster, 1992), 246]  Parents’ investing emotional and social time with their 

children daily is key to developing kids who honor their folks.  If you have too many 

activities outside the home without your kids, you need to make some changes in your 

schedule. 

 

Closely related to that is the need for Mom and Dad to make sure that the whole family 

dines together.  More family acts of honoring each other take place at meal time than 

any other time.  Kids share what is happening at school.  Moms and Dads share what’s 

happening at work.  Individuals often share their dreams and struggles together over a 



good meal.  Learning to listen and care for one another at those times builds an honoring 

atmosphere. 

 

Giving generous amounts of appropriate affection to children is very important.  Hugs 

and kisses at night and before school and work daily remind family members that they 

are loved and honored.  Those kinds of actions are affirming to both kids and parents. 

 

Taking time to create family fun both inside and outside the home is another way to 

develop an honoring atmosphere.  Going to Johnny’s or Susie’s soccer game and then 

afterwards getting lunch out, for example, are things that build support and a sense of 

security in kids, both of which are necessary for them to naturally want to honor their 

parents. 

  

A second way to encourage kids to honor their parents is for the parents to live for 

Christ in order to lead the kids to Christ.. We are instructed in Deut. 6, to teach our 

children at home and away, formally, and in those spontaneous teachable moments 

about Who the Lord is, why Christ came, and how to honor God.  In Eph. 6, the Apostle 

Paul admonishes us to bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  

Help them see that they are ultimately answerable to their Creator for all they do. 

 

As parents, we aren’t only to talk the Christian talk, but our kids need see our walk 

match our talk.  Be out in the world what we are at home.  Be what we are on Sunday, 

on Monday through Saturday.  Be in public what we are in private.  Parents, live for 

Christ in such a way that your kids will want to know Him and walk with Him too.  

When a child walks with the Lord, they are more apt to honor their parents. 

 

A third way in which children will be more encouraged to honor their parents is when 

they know their parents are doing their best to provide for them.  Here are just three 

ways of doing that. 

 

The first is materially.  We provide food, shelter, and clothing today, as well as an 

inheritance for tomorrow.  In 2 Cor. 12:14, Paul writes, “...for children are not 

responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.”  In the old days, 

when you wanted to get a pump going, you would pour water into the pump in order to 

prime it, and then it will send water, but before you finished pumping, you always set 

aside a little can of water for the next guy so that he could prime the pump as well.   

 

As parents, we are to put aside money to help our kids get started on their own, which 

leads me to the next way in which parents are wise to provide for their children.  That is 

educationally. This not only means being involved in the pre-college educational 

experience, but also in giving direction and if possible, helping with their college 

education. 

 



A third and often lacking area of provision by parents concerns their child’s vocation.  I 

have observed that parents typically do not think past their children’s high school or 

college careers.  They give them little guidance or counsel about their natural talents and 

skills and how they can take advantage of those things in the work world.  There is 

marvelous and either free or very inexpensive aptitude testing offered at RCC.  This can 

help individuals better match their personalities and skills with work opportunities.    

 

It amazes me how many individuals graduate from college, get a masters degree, and 

then learn that they cannot find a job that will support their family with those degrees.  

Nobody ever stopped them along the way and said, “You know, being a marine 

biologist may be a fascinating occupation, but only few of them make enough to support 

a family.”  In many cases, the responsibility for that lies at the feet of the parents who 

have not prepared their children for work. 

 

Lastly, another way to encourage your children’s desire to honor you is to avoid 

embarrassing them in public.  This may seem like the same thing we talked about earlier 

when I mentioned not “disgracing” your children, but I have something different in 

mind here.  By “disgracing” I had in mind those one-time major immoral or illegal 

wrong doings.  By “embarrassing”, I think of those things we tend to do over and over, 

which may not be illegal, but over time thoroughly embarrass our children.  

 

 For instance: My kids played flag football, softball, and basketball at the Boy and Girls 

Club, soccer and Little League.  There was one game I embarrassed myself as well as 

my son at a flag football game because of my behavior.  I vowed to never do that again, 

and to my recollection, I never did, but I sure understand how the flesh can take what 

may seem to be a usually normal, kind-hearted person, and turn them into a fire- 

breathing raging maniac at their kid’s athletic event that no kid or adult wants around. 

 

Parents, if you are one of those fans that yells at the refs, says hurtful thing to youthful 

athletes, and get all worked up over wins and losses, I strongly urge you to stop and 

think about your behavior.  Your actions, more likely than not, are not helping your 

child or the team play better.  You are modeling horrible behavior for young children.  

Furthermore, others may or may not tell you this, but I will.  They don’t want you 

around, and for sure, they don’t want to be standing next to you. 

 

Understand, I’m not talking about loud positive cheering or positive words of 

encouragement.  That’s terrific!  As a parent on the sidelines and as a coach in the  

dugout, I see what happens to those kids when parents and friends loudly encourage 

them whether they hit a home run or strike out.  That’s important. 

 

The other conduct is wrong.  Why get so worked up about things that one year from 

now won’t matter a hill of beans to your kid.  The sun will still come up tomorrow if 

your kid never scored a goal.  If they have been treated unjustly, it may be better they 

learn now that the world isn’t always fair. 



 

Whatever you do, if you want your kids to honor and respect you, don’t be the jerk on 

the sideline who makes them either feel like digging a hole in the field so they can hide 

in it, or causes them to be so tense they can’t even swing the bat. 

 

Other ways we can embarrass our children is to continually arrive late to their events, or 

show up at school in inappropriate dress.  Moms, if you forget to make your child’s 

lunch, don’t show up at school in your bathroom and curlers!  Dads, if you can clean up 

after work before going to a parent-teacher conference, please do so. 

 

Another major embarrassment  for kids is unnecessary or inappropriate public 

discipline.  It grieves my heart to hear parents yell at their kids, or yank them by their 

arms in a market for misbehaving.   

 

One day, instead of seeing that, I watched a mother who had an unruly child, leave her 

full basket of groceries in the aisle of the market and walk outside.  Curious, I had to see 

what was going to happen, so I followed her at a distance.  I watched her go outside 

between cars, and from where I was standing, I could see her get down to the child’s 

level, look him in the eye and talk to him firmly, but calmly.  I didn’t hear what she 

said, but I could imagine the words.  She then spanked him, looked at him, spoke a few 

more words, and then they headed back into the market.  I continued to watch them in 

the market and noticed that the kid quit misbehaving.  He was taught who was in charge 

and how to behave in public.  I was so delighted to see how that parent had handled that 

situation, I approached her and encouraged her not to give up that kind of parenting.  It 

takes a lot of work, but she and the kids will never regret it. 

 

One last suggestion would be not to bring up sensitive issues about your child in public, 

such as big mistakes or bloopers your kids have made and are still sensitive about.  You 

know how often I reference the silly things my kids have done in these messages, but I 

assure you that either they have given me permission or I know them well enough that 

they would say, “Go for it Dad, if you think it would help.”  Be careful what you share 

publically about your kids. 

 

I will close with this true story because it demonstrates how kids respond with honor 

when their parents have prepared an environment that encourages kids to honor them. 

 

In 1993 workers doing some moving and remodeling at the Baseball Hall of Fame in 

Cooperstown, New York, discovered something rather unusual.  As they were moving a 

display cabinet, they found an old photograph tucked behind the case.  It was a photo of 

a stocky, friendly-looking man in a baseball uniform with the words “Sinclair Oil” on 

the shirt. 

 

Stapled to the picture was a note in a man’s scrawl that said, “You were never too tired 

to play ball.  On your days off, you helped build the Little League field.  You always 



came to watch me play.  You were a Hall of Fame dad; I wish I could share this moment 

with you.” 

 

No one knew how the picture got there or the identity of the dad in the photo.  A 

national sports magazine picked up the touching story, and a man came forward to say 

that he had tucked the picture and the note behind the display case during a visit to the 

Hall of Fame. 

 

It seems the ballplayer in the photo was this man’s late father.  Just like the note said, 

this man was proud of his dad and believed he deserved to receive special recognition.  

So he decided to honor his father by holding his own little ceremony to induct his dad 

into the Hall of Fame. 

 

Parents, grandparents, I want to be in that Hall of Fame for parents, don’t you?  Let’s 

remove some of those things that provoke our children to anger and accentuate those 

things that encourage them to honor us.  Let’s be parents who love Jesus and love our 

kids so that they, in turn, will love Jesus. 

 

 


